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PIREP Education 

▪ Overview 

▪ Local nature of flight training 
– XC time 
– Habits and Decision Making 

▪ PIREP Form / Practice 

▪ FRAT – Flight Risk Assessment Tool 

▪ PIREP as Situational Awareness 

▪ PTS or the new ACS 

▪ Teaching Tools 

 

 



Local Nature of Flight Training 

▪ Commercial Pilot 
– 50 hours XC flight time 
▪ About 20% of the 250 total under Part 61 
▪ About 27% under Part 141 (varies with total hours of the 

program) 
– Most training occurs within 30nm of the airport 
▪ Radar products are convenient, quick, and current 
 
 
 
 
 



Habits and Decision Making 

▪ Typically a syllabus of training (Training Course Outline) drives 
subject areas of ground training 
– Also dictates flight training 

▪ TCO’s tend to be driven by regulations and minimums 

▪ 14 CFR FAR Part 61 
– PVT, 61.105, “procurement and use aeronautical weather reports 

and forecasts” and “How to obtain information on…weather 
reports and forecasts..” 

– Instrument, 61.65, “procurement and use of aviation weather 
reports and forecasts and the elements of forecasting weather 
trends based on that information and personal observation of 
weather conditions” 



Habits and Decision Making 

▪ Commercial, 61.125 “Meteorology to include recognition of critical 
weather situations, windshear recognition and avoidance, and the 
use of aeronautical weather reports and forecasts” 

▪ Practical Test Standards 
– Private, Task C lists PIREP 
– Instrument, Task B lists Pilot and Radar Reports 
– Commercial, Task C lists PIREP 
– Not a special emphasis area in any of the PTS 



ACS 



Habits and Decision Making 

▪ PIREP’s in Flight Training 
– The local nature of flight training isn’t conducive to a lot of formal PIREP’s 
– METAR and Radar Products dominate 
– PIREP is not specifically regulatory  
– It’s in the PTS so students are made aware of them and probably encouraged 
– Students are hesitant to contact FAA sources if it’s not required 

 

▪ To bring about a whole scale change 
– Needs to be part of a routine flight 
– Inculcated as a part of Situational Awareness  
– Inculcated as part of the Decision Making process of a flight 



PIREP as Situational Awareness 

▪ Emphasis is given in flight training to Situational Awareness 
– This certainly includes weather 
– Not just en route weather 
– Incorporation of PIREP as part of Preflight and Postflight might 

increase participation 

▪ In a AOPA article by Kathy Yodice, May 11, 2015, The FAA cited the 
availability of a PIREP as evidence 
– It was determined the airman should have know of adverse 

weather conditions 
– It was an instructional flight, instrument training, they had an icing 

issue 
– These were informal PIREP’s given by other airman over the radio 



FRAT 
Flight Risk Assessment Tool 



Teaching Tools 

▪ Air Safety Foundation 

 

 

http://asf.org/


Teaching Tools 
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